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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

am pleased to be a strong supporter of 
the reauthorization of the Older Ameri-
cans Act. The Older Americans Act has 
been responsible for allowing millions 
of seniors across our country to remain 
in their own homes and living inde-
pendently, allowing our aged citizens 
to keep their dignity and self-respect. 

Florida is home to the Nation’s larg-
est senior population, and they rely on 
the many provisions of the Older Amer-
icans Act for nutrition, transportation 
and counseling. Josefina Carbonell, of 
the Little Havana Activities and Nutri-
tion Center, reminds me of this each 
and every day. Gracias, Josefina. 

There is a new and important author-
ization of the National Family Care-
givers Support Program that gives help 
to family members who provide in- 
home care to older seniors. I am 
pleased that the funding formula has 
been reformed in order to ensure that 
States with large senior populations, 
such as Florida, will receive their fair 
funding formula. 

The biggest winners, of course, are 
our seniors, who deserve to enjoy their 
golden years. 

f 

COLORADO SUPREME COURT 
MAKES POOR DECISION 

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the 
Colorado Supreme Court threw out the 
5-year mandatory prison sentences for 
rapists and child molesters. Thus, over 
100 rapists are now out on the street. 
Unbelievable. Naturally, many people 
are up in arms, and who can blame 
them. 

If that is not enough to reward crimi-
nals, my colleagues, the victims of 
these creeps were not even notified. 
Not even notified. Beam me up, Mr. 
Speaker. The Supreme Court of Colo-
rado needs their heads examined by a 
proctologist. 

I yield back all the victims of the 
Colorado Supreme Court. Think about 
that. 

f 

VICE PRESIDENT’S ATTACK OF 
GOVERNOR BUSH’S SOCIAL SECU-
RITY PLAN IS FALSE 
(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I heard again yesterday Mr. GORE’s 
attack on Governor Bush; that he was 
spending over the next 10 years the 
same $1 trillion twice, once to start up 
an investment account so that retirees 
could end up with more money, and 
once on Social Security benefits. I just 
wanted to set the record straight. 

Over the next 10 years, there will be 
$7.8 trillion coming in to the Social Se-

curity Trust Fund. Benefits, or the 
cost during the next 10 years, is going 
to be $5.4 trillion. That leaves a bal-
ance, a surplus, of $2.4 trillion, and $1 
trillion out of that $2.4 trillion is what 
Governor Bush is suggesting to use 
during the transition to start setting 
up personal retirement savings ac-
counts that will supplement Social Se-
curity and add to benefits. It will stay 
in Social Security. 

I think our goal has got to be to deal 
honestly with this problem; to get a 
better return on investments than the 
1.9 percent that the average retiree 
now gets from the money sent in from 
the employer and employee. 

f 

IMMIGRATION BILL 
DISCRIMINATES 

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to appeal to the Republican side 
to look at the immigration law from 
1996. The 1996 law on immigration took 
away all discretion. The 1996 law took 
away all due process. The 1996 law 
splits apart families. The 1996 law took 
away all compassion. 

We need to repeal the most punitive 
aspects of the 1996 immigration law. 
We need to restore fairness and equity 
to the system of immigration and nat-
uralization. We need to give parity to 
Central Americans who fled for their 
lives. We need to allow for families to 
reside together, where they will be able 
to apply for an application without 
having to leave this country. We need 
to make sure and make clear that this 
law will be changed. And we need to 
make sure that both Customs and the 
Commerce, Justice, State bills do not 
pass until we make sure this immigra-
tion law is taken care of. 

I ask the Republican side that every-
thing be done to make sure that equal 
treatment be taken into consideration 
in this particular piece of legislation. I 
ask for consideration in amending the 
1996 piece of legislation. 

f 

REPUBLICAN ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

(Mr. BRADY of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
this is the time of year when history 
gets rewritten in politics; when people 
like President Clinton take credit for 
welfare reform that he vetoed repeat-
edly. Who was actually responsible for 
getting the compass going in the right 
direction can be quite confusing. For 
that reason, I would like to set the 
record straight. 

I think the American people can be 
proud of the progress the Republican 
Congress has shown. Just a few years 

before we got here, this administration 
forecast budget deficits of $200 billion 
or more as far as the eye could see, and 
they said that the deficit is not a prob-
lem; that it is not an issue for us. 

Well, Republicans reversed that. In 
1998, we balanced the budget for the 
first time in decades. The next year we 
stopped a 40-year raid on Social Secu-
rity, where our Social Security surplus 
was being diverted to other programs 
instead of being saved for retirement. 
And this year, because of that fiscal re-
sponsibility, we have a budget surplus. 
That only means we have to work 
harder to be fiscally responsible and 
not allow the White House to go on an-
other spending spree. 

We think the best responsibility is 
paying down the debt. 

f 

b 1015 

DEMOCRATS ARE FIGHTING FOR 
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION AND 
MODERNIZATION 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans in Washington, D.C., are always 
talking about what small business 
wants and it always comes down to 
what Washington Republicans want. 
But when I talk to small business men 
and women in Maine, the two most im-
portant issues to them are the edu-
cation and training of their workforce 
and the cost of their health care. 

The strong economy has meant that 
it is harder to find and keep qualified 
employees. But remember, the Repub-
licans in this Congress tried and failed 
to eliminate the Federal Department 
of Education and the assistance that 
goes to local school boards. 

It is Democrats who are fighting for 
school construction and modernization, 
which will improve education, hold 
down property taxes, and give our busi-
nesses, large and small, a better 
trained workforce. 

On health care, too many small busi-
ness men and women in Maine can now 
only afford to buy catastrophic health 
insurance with an annual $5,000 deduct-
ible. They are seeing 10 percent to 40 
percent increases in their premiums. 
They will not get help from the Repub-
licans in Congress because the major-
ity here will not even support pro-
viding a guaranteed Medicare prescrip-
tion drug benefit for our seniors. 

For small business, Democrats stand 
for continued economic growth, sup-
port for education and health care, and 
fiscally responsible tax cuts. 

f 

REPUBLICANS STAND FOR LOCAL 
CONTROL OF EDUCATION 

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
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